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Township opening
private ‘park’ for
limited public use

BY JAN HOLST
janh@advancegr.com

n response to a lawsuit

which they weren’t
named, Grand Rapids
Township is poised to sign
an agreement with the
Woodcliff Park
Association opening a
small park on the north
shore of Reeds Lake to
the public.

The Friends of Reeds
Lake, a group who have
not identified themselves,
filed suit on Sept. 8
against the association
trying to force them to
open up a parcel of land
within the John H.
Bonnell Park. The associ-
ation has maintained the
parcel as a private park
for their members.

The nearly half-acre
“beach™ and dock area is
on  Grand  Rapids
. Township land. “We
always knew we owned
the land,” said Supervisor
Michael DeVries, “and we
assumed the association
had some kind of agree-
ment from Bonnell to use
that piece.”

While not named in the
suit, the township consult-
ed attorneys to find out if
the association had exclu-
sive rights to the land and,
if not, to find a way to
open it to the public,
while protecting the
area,” said DeVries.
“Woodcliff has not been
able to demonstrate

exclusive use of the land,”
he said.

Opening the parcel to
anyone who might want
lake access was not practi-
cal due to environmental
sensitivities, the lack of
public restrooms, narrow
streets, and limited park-
ing, he said.

The township then pur-
sued a use agreement with
the association, similar to
use agreements for other
public land. The agree-
ment was expected to be
signed by the GR
Township Board Tuesday,

Dec. 21. It calls for non- -

neighborhood member-
ships, but limits the
amount that may be
issued. “The Woodcliff
Park Association has been
excellent stewards of that
piece of property,” said
DeVries, “but it is public
property and we need to
make sure it accessible to
the entire public but on a
very limited basis.”

If the board accepts the
terms of the agreement, it
will go into effect, but
meanwhile the lawsuit is
pending. A request for dis-
missal scheduled for Dec.
3 was cancelled, due to

‘ongoing negotiations with

the two parties. Michael
Dantuma, the attorney
representing Friends of
Reeds Lake, said he did
not want to comment on
the use agreement until he

‘consulted with his clienits.

Local residents have chance
to dispose of Christmas trees

Ada residents may drop
off natural Christmas
trees to the back parking
ot of Ada Park from now
through Monday, Jan. 13.

They will be recycled
into wood chips for use in
the park. Remove decora-
tions, wires strings rib-
bons and other items that
might interfere with a
chipper.

Cascade Township is
asking residents to bring

Fropoe M 3 TIEaTAT ]nr‘aﬁnn

will accept trees at the
parking lot behind the
Buttrick Fire Station at
Buttrick Avenue and 30th
Street from Dec.
through Jan. 11.

The City of East Grand
Rapids will collect trees
curbside during the weeks
of Jan. 3 and Jan. 10. City
crews will collect trees
that have removed all
decorations, especially
metal ones. The trees will
he recveled and used for
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U-M’s Lloyd Carr and M
George Perles discuss the
of college coaching in light
Coach Mark Dantonio’s |

—————

Homeowners group claims
it owns the property
‘by adverse possession’

BY ERIN ALBANESE
THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS

GRAND RAPIDS TOWNSHIP — A
group called The Friends of Reeds
Lake has filed suit in Kent County
Circuit Court against the Woodcliff
Park Association concerning access
to Bonnell Park.

The Friends group, consisting of
about a dozen active members, claims
that people have been run off of about
20 acres of wetlands at the east end of
Reeds Lake, even though it is public
land. T

The group maintains the website
friendsofreedslake.org, and its Face-
book page has 80 members.

Kevin Cook, a member of the Wood-
cliff Park Association, said “We find it
interesting that the individuals filing

_Suit claims publichgls‘w
right to lakeside park

this complaint have not identified

themselves. They are hiding behind |

this entity that they have formed.
“They think the public has some
right to this property. We disagree;

we feel that the association has title G

by adverse possession.
“We do plan to vigorously defend

our position as an association. When

we do find who the individuals are, we
plan to have our attorneys take depo-
sition from each and every one.”

A document from 1911 indicates
John Bonnell donated the land to an
entity called the Grand Rapids Bou-
levard Association for the benefit of
the public. The land was later signed
over to the township, which still owns
it. Records show the association owns
28.7 feet of frontage.

“This is all public property, accord-
ing to the surveys and the property
descriptions,” said Michael Dantuma,
attorney for Friends of Reeds Lake.

But the association has established
a parking lot, marina, kayak stations, a
fire pit, picnic tables, a swing set and
a “No Trespassing” sign in the park.

SEE PARK, A4

attack. C1

M Tuespay, sepTEMBER 21, 2010

PARK
SUIT FIGHTS PRIVATE
USE OF LAKESIDE LAND

CONTINUED FROM A3
An entryway is locked and
gated.

Dantuma made a request in

July under the Freedom of In-
formation Act to the township
for any information concern-
ing authorization for the as-
sociation to use the property
or permits for improvements
or establishing a marina. In
August, Supervisor Michael
DeVries responded that no
information is on file at the
township.

| “I’s not that they shouldn’t

use the park,” Dantuma said of
the association. “They prob-
ly shouldn’t put their stuff

all over public property and

keep other people out. Basi-
cally, they should move their
stuff back to their property.
“I'm sure it was a simple
situation that has just basi-
cally crept out over the years.
They’'ve treated it as their
own. I would not be surprised
if there are many of the mem-
bers who actually believe that’s

their property.”

If there is documentation
proving that the land was sold

‘to the association at some

point, The Friends of Reeds
Lake will withdraw the com-
plaint, he said.

DeVries said the township
doesn’t plan to operate the
park, and looking into the is-
sue would require time and
research.

“This is something that’s
gone on for 90 years,”
DeVries said.

So far, association represen-
tatives have not responded to
requests to show proof that
they have the right to use the
land.

Dantuma said nothing was
found in a deed search. The
association has 21 days to re-
spond to the complaint.

The Friends group wants
the court to require the asso-
ciation to remove all its items,
including the gates and locks,
prohibit members from inter-
fering with use of the park, and
to pay the Friends’ costs and
attorney fees.

E-mail: localnews@grpress.com
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Suit filed against
- association for
Reeds Lake beach

BY JAN HOLST
janh@advancegr.com
WH:.E quest to open a secured
beach park to the public
has gained some momentum
since a group calling themselves
Friends of Reeds Lake recently
filed suit against the Woodcliff
Park Association — at least on
social network sites.

' Groups battle over use 0

S T sp———

An organization page on
Facebook has approximately 90
friends, but the official website
~  www.iriendsofreedslake.com
— has only a handful of com-
ments.

The first indication that
some residents were unhappy
that they were being denied
access to a picnic and beach
area, commonly thought to
belong to the Woodcliff Park
Association, was a complaint
levied at Grand Rapid
Township offices last spring.

East Precinct investigating
break-ins of businesses

he East Precinct of the
Kent

Clanntv  Sheriffs

with one reporting the loss of a
comnuter and the other savine

f land owned c% Sizmruﬁ

The unnamed complainant
wanted to know why he had
been kicked off’ township prop-
erty and why the park associa-
tion was allowed to maintain a
private beach on government
land.

Grand Rapids Township
does hold title to a large portion
of the wetland arm on the
south east side of Reeds Lake
as well as a couple of other
parcels near Reeds Lake.

Although Woodcliff Park
Association owns a small trian-
gular piece of land accessing
the water, most of the portion
fenced off by the association is
located on land owned by
Grand Rapids Township.

“We know we own the prop-
ertv and have put millions of

A small beach park located on
this portion of Reeds Lake Is the
subject of a ‘_m.un_ no_:v_a_a..




